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The latest news

The Shingler Memorial Lecture/Dinner and Book Laundh

The book One Bag in SixThe Story of Onion Growing in South Gippslandohn

Murp hy will be launched at the Shingler M emoriattiere on Saturday April 12 John Murp hy will

be the guest speaker and his latest book willloedaed by Professor Weston Bate, noted historidn an
former President of the RHSV. Other local histosiarill be present and entertainment wil be
provided.

The dinner/lecture willbe held at the Daker’s Gemn the corner of Smith and Watt Streets
Leongatha and will commence at 6.30pm. The coltieotvening will be $30 and tickets can be
obtained from the society. Booking is required. @ohus at the Mechanics’ Institute on Thursday and
Friday afternoon or by phone on 56622487 or 5668630

The Onion recipe book “ Sixof One and Half a Dopé Another” compiled by Johanna Haasjes will
also be launched at the functiohhe recipes have been collected from members amg ara old

family favourites. Thank you Johanna for all yowriu

Thank you to Geoff Michael, M argaret Stokes, Way@er and lan Lester for the planning of the
event and to Lola Bailey for the designing of tloiets and brochures.

The Book Cower is shown on the next page

The Anzac Recipe Book. The ever busy Johanna Haasjis also compiling a booklet of anzac
recipes for Anzac Day. If you have any great famlyariations on the anzac you are welcome to

have the recipes included.



The South Gippsland History Conference.

On Saturday February “3he South Gippsland Historical Network held a magtcessful conference

at Coal Creek Park. The attendance was excellentrenvenue looked wonderful. Many commented
on how well the buildings and grounds looked. Tineakers covered a great range of subjects and
entertained those who came. Our society was walesented by three speakers John Murphy. lan
Lester and Lyn Skillem. Shire of South Gippslagdresentatives were very impressed at the way this
historic venue was used and the organisers co@dhseday being possibly an annual event.

Sam Gatto of Wonthaggi in the church



Avenue of Honour Wooreen

In 1918 an avenue of honour, containing 35 elmsoakd was planted on the main road at Wooreen.
This avenue is now in a poor state and needs tiehieed and some trees replaced. Members of our
society have been helping research the names tddalkey oung men honoured by the treeplanting.
The 9@ anniversary of the planting will be in July thisar and it is planned to have a tree planting

and unveiling of a memorial to both the local youmn who went to the Great War 1914-18 and those
children kidnapped from the Wooreen School in 1977.

Lyn Skillern has started to research the 149 méh @dannections to Wooray| Shire who lost their dive

in World War One. Lyn is looking for those witlcannection to Wooreen. If anyone has information

on young men from Wooreen and surrounds who senveéébrid War One could you please pass this
on to Pat Spinks or Lyn Skillern.

Richard Larkin of Tarwin Lower killed in 1917. AWM

Sport. The exhibition on the history of sport in our avethhopefully be completed by Easter.

Country week netball 1956
This photo came from Noreen Williams fifth from theleft



Feature Articles

Peter Peterson by Pat Spinks

In the early 1930s Peter Peterson started manuiagtwtcher’s cutlery and agricultural hand
tools in a small building on the Port Welshp ookfgitore. He later moved to Lewis St, into a much
larger building. His correct name was Per Conraémen and he was born in Tranas, Sweden and
served his apprenticeship in Eskiltunain Sweden.

On completion of his apprenticeship, in searchdvkature he went to sea. He left the ship at
Port Victoria (S.A.) and took various land jobs. &fgved in Port Welshpool in 1911 as crew onthe
cray fishing craft “Ruby” owned by Charles Andersde intended to return to his native country and
take up his tools making trade but war broke oukimgathis imp ossible.

He obtained a boat and started catching fish arglona of the first to start catching shark on
long lines. He was very successful but the lowgwrjgaid for fish made it uneconomical to continue
even before his boat was wrecked.

He gave up fishing and started making tools andhmss’ knives. Having little capital he
worked hard and gradually through the quality ofkmeanship and materials gained recognition and
became very well known. He patented a much imprayped of tussock hoe and afern slasher which
are stillbeing asked for, although on his deathdi2, the business was closed.

The Peterson hoe which he developed and patented Vignt weicht altemative to the heavy
drop forged mattock and was available from hardwackrural supply stores. If purchased fromthe
manufacturer, Peterson would fine tune the hoaiitatlse goerator by adjusting the blade angle, lkeand
length, etc. He also supplied wholesalers in Methewand Sydney and some tools carried their name.

His knives, used by buchers and fishermen gaimgidpgraise and were much sought after.
Keith Spencer writingin Australian Shooter magaezZundated) states, that Peterson also made knives
for commandos in training at Wilson’s Promontoryitealy camp (unmarked for commandos use
overseas).

Per Conrad Peterson married Lillie Robinson of Wéetshpool in 1936. He died on 5 September
1972, aged 85, and is buried in the Welshp ool Cemyet

References
“Time and Tide” by Lilie Peterson and Margaret Cole, 1978.
“Australian Shooter’magazine article by Keith Spencer, undated.

“Australian Knife History 1879-1979by Keith Spencer.

The Leongatha & District Historical Society hateran hook and hoe made by Peterson on display
amongits collection of tools in the Billiard Rooohthe M echanics’ Institue.

Early Education by Lyn Skillern
The material in this article came from the inwaodrespondence from Leongatha Schoolto the

Education Department held at the Public Recordg©df Victoria.

It is interestingto go back and look at the typeducation system that existed in the 1880’s d)isl.9

| worked for the Victorian Education Departmentnira971 until 2002 and my experience was
interesting, rewarding, some times difficult, arever boring. Those teacher who came to educate the
children of South Gippsland nearly 100 years befogeendured an education system tha was rigid
and often uncaring. They battled bureaucracy,atiffinsp ectors, appalling conditions, diseases,
bushfires and floods but they set up a systemwhstvalued. For all this | admire them greatly. ©he
these special teachers was John Jeffrey who wdsettbteacher at Leongatha State School from 1889
until 1905.



John Jeffrey

Jeffrey Street

Jeffrey St was named after John Jeffrey, thefdiesinanent head teacher of Leongatha Primary School.
The school was originally on the corner of Jeffeayl Hassett Streets, where the Kindergarten is
located now. He stayed at the school for 16 ydasgaroblems were many, here are just a few.

The first school was a shed. Itwas rented from3fanahan and was very basic indeed. It was 28 by
14’, had no windows, lining, fire place or tank.&farniture was inadequate and he had to place 9
children in a 6 seater desk.

Leongatha school started as aresult of lobbyirigha heartfelt letter from Mrs Shanahdid the

trick it seems. Below is a part of this letter.

Augustlé‘ 1889

“ | am induced to write to you asking for a teachteibe sent to this district as soon as possitde, a
there are 40 or more children within school distaid this township.

When the inspector visited this place last Apd,gromised us a school with in a small space of tim
and since then we have not heard anything about it.

Now my husband has a building erected in our tovpnidkelf. 28’ by 14’ which he is willing to lease
the Education Dept or a term of 6 months or mora abminal rent provided a teacher is sent here.
Itis really a pity to see so many children goirgually wild here, and no school within severalasil
of them.

Will you consider this proposition and let me knasyvsoon as convenient, if | may expect a teacher to
be senthere. The population is increasing hereklyesad there is urgent need for education for the
many children..”



The school started in September 1889 with Mr Danhad teacher. He was replaced in November by
Mr Jeffrey

Mr Bothroyd the district inspector was criticalddhn Jeffrey’s teaching despite his lack of faesit

and it took months and even years toprovide ag@rsphool.

When Mr Shanahan wanted his shed back in 189Q)e¥frey had to hold school in his home. He used
2 rooms and the veranda.

By June 1890 there were 53 students and 1 tealer kis home. He was permitted to apply for a
pupil teacher. A pupil teacher was a type of apicenvho learnt on the job and sat for exams to
become a licensed teacher.

A class room with sixseater desks, Source unknown

Tom Devling applied for this job. His letter wagitten in August 1891

“ | begto offer myself to you for examination fdre p osition of pupil teacher. | was born on the8
February 1878. | got my certificate while in tHé @ass at Kilmore State School. I may also staeth
at the same school passed thefirst year schglaesaimination and went to the Geelong Scotch
College for 12 months but in the second year schlola exam | was unsuccessful’.

In late August 1891 there was a chicken poxepideAtitendance is very low

By December¥Mr Jeffrey has 59 students and was the only teatterequired a pupil teacher
desperately.

On December'ba whooping cough epidemic is reported. Dr Carrtwaf children showing any
symptoms to be excluded from school.

Mr Jeffrey is allowed to appoint his son as aterapop upil teacher while the position is being edrt
out by Mr Bothroyd.

Tom Devling eventually obtains the position as ptgecher and starts in March 1892. He and the
other applicants had to set a competitive exanekersthe person most capable.



Measles breaks outinOctober 1893 and a seriestefegrams ate sent by Mr Jeffrey

Oct 9"1893 measlesin pupi teachers family .

Oct 13" 1893 Measles has broken out. Mr Brumley’s farhiys 1 case and they live 200 yards from
the school. MrDevlings famiy have the illness.ridevling has isolated himself from the victim,
fumigated himself daily and taken daily open agreise.

Oct 17" illness spreading rapidly 10 families affectedrbgasles

Oct 19" 1893. Measles s rife

Oct 23rd | have been ordered to close the schptih® board of health.

Oct 26' 1893. | have had the school deaned, disinfecbeldf@migated under the instructions of Dr
Carr.

In 1895 schoal is to start on January"2Mr Devling did not commence duty for the y eatili?

noon onthe 22nd as he was detained in M elboureéallosing his return rail ticket. He went to get
the train on Saturday $aand found he had lost the ticket and he couldongtanother through lack of
funds. He had to wait until he got the money on Elaynevening and got the next train which arrived
at mid day.

A class room at Leongatha State School ¢ 1900

Feb 1 1895
Typhoid out break. Mr Aberdeen has typhoid. He lives 500 yard fromgbieool in a direct line. Dr

Davies has isolated Mr Aberdeen and his family He&n moved away from him. One boy attends the
school but he has not been exduded as he hasdmewed to a farm 2 mies away.

Feb 16 1895

Mr Jeffrey answered soniesp ector comments.

He has reclassified some students and p ut therhlegave them harder work first and tested this
before putting them up before the exams had hagh ene

As to the faulty grouping of children in the deski®. comments that he has done this to keep the sexe
apart. He now sits the boys and girls of each lesgdther for closer attention. Asto speling and
grammar. He is working on this. The spelling maydbe to he giving too much oral work and not
enough written. To writing he introduced the Vend &oster’s bold series and this was because he
found the Australia series of books disap pointifige children may not have been accustomed to the
new style at the time of the exam. They now hapasste books for commercial forms. The inspector



criticised the children’s manner of sitting in thesks and talking. If attendance increases henevdtl
better desks asthose he has are crowded. Heriveised for not havingscience apparatus. Heestat
that he thinks t unreasonable for the teachentwliase expensive apparatus but if it necessawillhe
procure some.

Bushfires 1898

Mr Jeffrey hasto close the school because hedgs &nd fight the bushfires threatening his home.
This is very near the school so hopefully the akitdvere safe. The son of Mr Young the owner of
The Stardied fightingthe fires and Tom Delving organisésifuneral. There is much correspondence
from Mr Jeffrey tryingto explain why Tom Devlingag absent for an aftemoon to do this.

Feb 2f 1898

Mr Devling states that he was absentthat afterntmwmingto the fact that | was called upon to ratte
to the funeral arrangements for the son of oneyofost intimate friends.

Same date Mr Jeffrey write reportingthat Mr Deylmas making the arrangements for the funeral of a
scholar, the son of one of his intimate friends.

The department note says“ Ask what necessitetiwas for Mr Devling to make the funeral
arrangements and why the family of the deceaseld omi do this.

On March 8 Mr Jeffrey replied to the request. He is forwagdinletter from Mr Devlingand says “ |
can myself verify the part referring to the utteogtrations of Mr Young, the deceased father.”

In April 1898 Mr Dewvling resigned and went to Westéustralia. The search for a pupil teacher
started all over again. Below is an examp Islofleffrey’s writing



Leongatha and District Historical S ociety
Program 2008

The Society holds a monthly meeting on tﬁjeTEJesday of each month in the M echanics Institubens.
Al welcome.
The rooms are open to the public on Thursday amidyi0f each week from 12 noon until 4pm — or by
appointment.
March
Tuesday 18th  Genera M eeting
April
Saturday April 12™ The Shingler Memorial Dinner. This year we will bunched by Prof Weston
Bate of the latest book by John Murphy “One Bagn Six, the history of onion growing in South
Gippsland”. John will be the main guest speaker. flere will be entertainment and interesting
displays.
Wednesday Apri 24 In honour of Anzac Day the meeting will be haldthe RSL Leongatha. Dinner
will be followed by a tak on the exhibitions orsgdiay. The speakers will be John Murphy, Lyn Skille
and an RSL representative. A short general meedifglow at the Mechanics’ Institute. Meet fonder
at 6.30 if you wish. The talk will begin at 8 pm.
May
Tuesday 20th  General meeting
June
Tuesday 17th  Bronwyn Lowden will speak on tisédry of M echanics Institutes at 8 pm
July
Tuesday 22" General meeting
August
Tuesday 18 Annual/General M eeting
Celebration of 25 years in the Mechanics’ Institi®e organised
September
Tuesday 18 Speakers local tradesmen on changes in thestoads time
Daffodil Festival will highlight the exhibition othe history of schools in the area. A fund raisaogvity
involvingthe valuing of antiques will be held dagthe festival
October 2f' Genera meeting
A bus tour of historic farmhouses in the area t@lheld on a date to be fixed.
November
Tuesday 18 The migrant experience with Johanna Haasjes
December  Christmas break-up — location to be confirmed
Two exhibitions annually :  BExhibition 1 : Februaky July The History of Sport
Exhibition 2 : September to February The Histohyacal Schools.
Dates and details to be advised

If youwish to join the Leongatha and District Hdistal Society pay $20 for a single
membership, $35 for acouple or $7 toreceive asketter only. This can be sent to the
Society’s at P O Box 431 Leoongatha 3953




